Does the siphon effect of cerebrospinal fluid shunting develop in vivo? Report of a case casting doubt on the presence of this phenomenon.
A 52-year-old male underwent lumboperitoneal shunting after external decompressive craniectomy. His postoperative course was accompanied by remarkable displacement of the intracranial structures to the opposite side of craniectomy. This phenomenon, probably caused by the siphon effect of cerebrospinal fluid shunting, resolved after cranioplasty. This observation provides the evidence casting doubt on the presence of the siphon effect due to atmospheric pressure in patients without the association of skull defect or open cranial sutures.